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ENGLISH SIGHTING$ TOP REPORT ROUND-UP 

A rash of UFO re ports from England include objects that caused animal reactions, 
electro-magnetic (E-M) effects, frightened witnesses and emitted sounds. Most of the 
sightings occurred in August, others in May, June and September. 

During the morning and early afternoon of September 8, hundreds of people re­
ported seeing "a bright light traveling westward'� �ver England. It was "sometimes 
hovering, sometimes moving at high speed;" st�'ted The Lor�;don Daily Mail. 

, _The November 28, 1971, edition of the Natid�al Enqui�e� reported the sighting in 
detail and included accounts from three witnesses in different citiesA 

Charles Blackwood, a chemist residing in Leeds, saw it at about 2.a.m. It was 
egg-shaped, had "a haze around it which glowed and changed calor constantly," and was 
heading south. . 

"But it was not an aircraft,11 he stated;_,."! fly mysel.f.lllid I kneiw what I'm talk­
ing about. It appeared to be searching the g�ound from about 2,000 feet ... The last 
I saw, it was streaking away toward the south. It changed from an object of about 50 
feet in diameter to nothing in about three seconds."· 

.. 
'SZeott>ioal Engineer- Se�iJ It "TroaveZing at a Fantastic Speed " 

About two hours later, Michael Castle, an electrica1 engineer and Air Force 
veter-an, saw it in Sheffield, appro�1mately 30 miles south of kt:!eds. It was 11travel-
1ng at a t'anta&t1c s peed because I had no sooner seen 1t as a speck in the sky than 
1t wu overiHHsd, where 1t seemed almost to stop. '1 

11lt Was about a couple of thou�ahd fe�t allove and it g1owed," castle said. 
"Fi�lt 1t wa§ s11ver,Y, then a fluijfescent b1Ue and then it changed to an orange-yel­
low and uam�a to bA pu1sat1ng as 1t it was heating and aoo1ing every taw sece)hds.11 

1ht W1tn��� satd the object WAs �og-sh�ped and h�d a h�ze around it, as de­
scribea b� B1aoKwood 1n Leeds. 

11lt YrldY@d over Sheffield for about 10 minutai jl.ist Hke 1t was photographing thu 
scenlr-y," Calli1e continued. 11Then 1t g1owed orange, a .Yi!1law hue appQared at the 
back and it sudden,y shot off toward the southwest. It was def1n1te1y cohtro11ed and 
I am sure it was not a normal flying machine." 

Sketch by Richard Clarkson 
of Manchester UFO 

At about 1 p.m., Richard Clarkson saw the UFO in 
Manchester, about 32 miles west of Sheffield. The 
bright, egg-shaped object was "moving very slowly." 

"Suddenly," Cl arks on reported, "orange flames 
seemed to come from its back. It shot across the sky 
at a fantastic speed and d1$appeared. Its movement was 
so definite that it appeared to be under contro1. I 
don•t know what 1t was, but I know it was something I 
have never seen before. 11 

A British Ministry of Defence spokesman said: "We 
are investigating it." 

(Continued on page 3) 
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UFO RESEARCH NEWSLETTER 

THE SOVIET-AMERICAN EXTRATERRESTRIAL 
. LIFE CONFERENCE 

(A·n Edi t6ri a 1 Comment) 

The Soviet-American scientific confer­
ence on the search for extraterrestrial (ET) 
life, held in Byurakan, Armenia, U.S.S.R., 
September 5-ll, 1971 (see UFO Researah News­
tetter, Vol. I, No. 7, p. 2), was jointly 
arranged by the U.S. National Academy of Sci­
ence and the U.S.S.R. Academy .of Sciences, 
according to the October 8, 1971, issue of 
Saienae. Emerging from the conference was 

the belief that modern. science and technology was far enough advanced to enable 
11serious and detailed investigations" of electro-magnetic activity deep in space 
and "that such investigations are warranted because their fruits might influence 
the whole future of man." 

A joint Russian-American statement. called for stepped-up searches for extra­
solar planetary· systems "as well as for new investigations to be directed toward 
uncovering modes of search for signals.11 An interim u.s.-u.s.S.R. working group, 
eventually to be of international make-up, was created to direct further study. 

Two of the conference•s organizers, Ors. earl Sagan and Frank Drake, of Cor­
nell University•s Center for Radiophysics and Space Research, said that there.were 
probably i� space 11other civilizations whose technological sophistication would 
make ea�thlings look as though they had just crawled out of the primordial slime" 
end tnat a kind of "interstellar communications club .. may exist, ready to receive 
earthling� as members if we could only reach them. Our high-frequency radio; TV 
and radar emissions into deep space began about 50 years ago, the scientists re­
marked. hardly enough time to reach solar systems some light years away. 

Sagan's A�gumentB SuppoPting ET CtViZiaation TheoPy 

£T c1v111zat1ons are around somewhere in outer space, Sagan argues, because: 
(1) earth is in the 11galactic boondocks11 and the next step will be to realize that 
life may not be unique to our planet; and (2) chem1eal and energy sources consti­
tuting the 11�u11ding blocks of 11fe11 have been founr.l in space. Both Sagan and 
Drake •van h1n�ed at the poss1bi1ity that Ei civili zations cou1d have d1scovered a 
meanl �f t�ave11ng fa$t�r than the speed of light. 

Ttle sctent�sts ch�<;ied the u.s. govt!rnment for sptHta1hg 11Virtua11y nothing•• on 
the slirch for ET intelligence exc�pt a $100,000 dli1gn study by the National Aero­
naut1CI and Space Administration on a huge multiwm1111on dollar rece1ver. which 
would be obout 10 t1mes u 1at"ge as the wor1d's largest rad1o astronomy telescope 
1n Arec1bo, Puerto Rico. Most other countries, they continued, have shown a simi-

.lar lack of interest. The Soviet Union, however, is constructing "a giant ring­
shaped telescope, one of whose duties will be to �ook for signs of intelligence 
from outer space." 

At a press conference in the U.S. on the conference, Sagan also touched on 
. UFOs, which, he claimed, could not be ET "because they are uneconomical. Since 

all p1anets �re round, and therefore finite, their resources are limited; crea­
tures competing for the same resources must use tht!lTi e'ffi ci ently. Therefore, ra­
dio altf�nomY would universally be the most effective and cost-effective vehicle 
for coimt c e�pl orati<ms. 11 

Ladk of Soitmtifi,o Sorutiny a CUti'ltJus Numomenon 

A curtous phenomenon among many se1ent1sts, including Dr. Sagan, is that. while 
m��y �dmit the possibility -- ev@h probability -- �� extrat�rrestrial 11to perhaps 

• 
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many centiJries odv�nced from tt'l�t of earth. ver¥ few adm11; even ��e sli,ht pon1�11fty 
·�that even one ET civ111Jat1on m�y bt observing �s. as we w1ll undqubtad ¥ �@ persanal� 

ly exploring Mars, VenuJ and other planets within the next few de�ades. Why? Despite 
evidence (as opposed to hard·core proof) to the contrary fn the form of �redible, re· 
liable UFO reports from sober, trained citi:ens and the discovery of lif� elements 1n 
space, man stil1 prefers to believe he is alone in the universe. 

It was a scientific fact in the 15th and 16th centuries that th� earth was the 
canter of the universe and all the other planets, including our own sun, revolved 
around it. Similarly, prior to 1803, when overwhelming evidence in the form of a 
gigantic meteorite fall closely observed by French citizens proved otherwise, 1t was � 
scientific fact that stones could not fall from the sky. As the late astronomer. Or. 
Frank Halsted, once put it; too often we tend to judge conditions in the universt by , 
conditions here on earth. In other words, by human reasoning, if we cannot reach Wolf 
359 in less than four or five light years, then beings on Wolf 359 (if there are any) 
could not reach us in less than that length of time. Unfortunately, we tend too much 
to base our human reasoning on our p�stnt state of technology. Consider how far we 
have advanced 1n tht last 60 �tar$, then look ahead to tht ntxt 60, 100 1,000 o� on• 
million Ytars. Where w111 we bo thtn? If �ot dece�••d from our ��1lut�on and tteh• 
n@logica1 stugid1ty, then, at 1tast, far beyond Jupiter and, most proba91y, 1nto othe� 
5Qlar sy�tems. 

Sp1ed of Light M� Not Be Abso�ut� 

Or. Sagan was one of the six witnesses at the UFO hearings before the House Sci· 
ence and Astronautics Committee on July 29, 1968. Under questioning by� hoa chair­
man J. Edward Roush (0-Ind.), he admitted that the speed of 11ght may not be an abso­
lute for o11 time, leaving open the clear indication that, at some point 1n the fu-

! 
ture, we may develop a means of traveling at speeds 1n excess of this and adm1tt1ng 

�hat we already have the theoretical capability of trave11ng at velocities approach• 
lng the speed of 11ght. The impression was also left that, possibly, some advanced 
ET c1v111�at1on had alre�dy solved thi� problem. 

The�e are., of course, many othtr th�or1es too numerous to mention, sueh Is: . 

1 p•rhaps the ETs are so physiologic�11y And psycholog1cally different from 1.15 that they 
t may look upon us as we look upon ant·hf1ls or, as the late Dr. James E. McDona1d used 

to put it, the kangaroo in Australia. But, whatever the reasoning, the evidence 1s 
still there in the form of unexplained reports and Dr. Sagan is not going to explain 
them away that easily. It would, indeed, be ironic if he -- as a leading opponent of 
UFOs -- was to be one of the first to contact an ET civilization and provide irrefu­
table proof that we have been observed by creatures in "flying saucers." 

Report Round-Up (Continued from page 1) 

"Si�ver MetaZUa'' Object DescendB 

Garry Harrison was driving near West Mailing, England, at 8:45a.m., August 27, 
when "something shone in my eyes ... ," stated the August 31, 1971, edition of the Kent 
Evening Post. He saw a UFO hovering above some trees. The witness stopped his auto­
mobile and got out for a closer look. 

"When I looked again, the sun had come off it and I could make out an �blong-· 
shaped object with rounded ends," he said. "It had a silver metallic finish with a 
black rim around the bottom . • .  It was about 50 feet long ... It was completely sta­
tionary. Then it started to come down very slowly beh�nd the trees and I lost sight 
of it... I t  was definitely not a balloon or any type of conventional aircraft." 

� Local police stated that they had received no corroborative reports, but one 
:aunty Police Headquarters official said: "Whatever these things are, they are no 
laughing matter. I saw one fT\YSelf in Malaya." 

Less than two days earlier, two separate sightings that occurred at about the 
same time were reported from different cities. 
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One Disa Refleats in River and Another Causes Animal Reaations 

On the evening of August 25, Maurice Wakefield, a former Royal Air Force member, 
was fishing with his wife, Patricia, at Stanford-upon-Soar when he saw 11a bright disc 
flying over the river." It reflected twice in the.water and sped across the sky. 

"Suddenly three feet to the left there was this stationary light, absolutely bril­
liant," Wakefield stated in the Nottingham Evening Post, August 26, 1971. "It lasted 
about two seconds. A few minutes after it appeared again. Then I saw the same bril­
liance zip across the sky from south to north ... I can •t  associate this with an air­
craft. I have never seen anything like this before ... 

That same evening, at about 9 p.m., numerous citizens phoned the Liver>pool Daily 
Post to report seeing "mysterious lights ... turning to orange and blue and traveling 
in a southeast to northwest direction ..... Around Formby, the paper reported the next 
day, the objects apparently emitted 11strong rumblings11 and caused dogs in the area to 
react. 

Mrs. Olwyn Grainger and two other Guide leaders were at camr, at Himbleton Manor, 
Dritwich, Worcestershire, on or about August 12 wlien they heard •a treriiendous roar.11 
They saw an 11enormous11 UFO that looked like it Wa�. going to crash into the leaders • 
tents, stated. the August 14, 1971, ed.itiori. of ttie �ondon DC�dy Mail. It kept on into 
the next field about 50 yards away, however, ••and hovered lower than the trees around 
it.11 There was 11a red glowing light.11 

One of the Guides wanted to investigat�, but th� others were ••frightened to death" 
and refused. Two more Guides also reportedly saw the object at this time. 

According to the London Times, the UFO was cigar-shaped and had red and green 
lights. Mrs. Grainger said it rose and vanished over some trees 11With a noise . • .  11 

E-M Effeats Hightight E�tier BPitish Reports 

Mr. and Mrs. Graham Tell were stro111ng near Guernsfy, in the Channel Islands, on 
or about �un� 26 wh�n they saw four sp1nn1ng obje�ts in a cluster, according to the 
otaageJI.J ll�ttaZd, June 28. 1971. The witnesses sa1d the UFOs were 11s11yery and spinning 
11 ke 1'1y1 n; saucers. 11 After hover1 ng for about a m1 nute, they rar.1 d1y ascended, 
changed formation.? and disappeared to the north "at a high speed. • 

Almost exactly a month earlier a woman in Leicestershire reported a strange 
eneoun te r. 

At about 10 !56 p.m •• May 25, Mrs. Eunice Rose was driving between Oddstone and 
Belchar's Bail when she saw a g1ow 1n tl'le sky, stated the NUFORO Bulletin (12, Dorset 
RQii:l, Che�lflt Sutt�n. Surrey. �rygland) atid also re!')orted 1ii the December', 1971, .edition 
of Sk:iJtooJr. ��ox 129. Stover, M1ssoUV'j 6�0 78). Then tht 11g1ow,11 which �h� witness de­
sc:r1bad as 11&bout tM §1ze of a doul.}le decker bu&,11 eroued the road abave her automo· 
b11e and 11t up th� GOUntrys1d@. 

The car engine began to die out as the object passed overhead. The headl1ghts 
d11111led and Mrs. Rose's transistor radio 11faded out completely for a few minutes.11 She 
said she was "so frightened she could feel the hair on her neck bristling.11 

Reports from the U.S. and Australia include an object that was 11Sparkling and 
shimmering 11 and emitting smaller objects; another that 11SWooped to within 20 feet of 
the ground11; a UFO described as a "Mexican hat-shaped" object that changed shape; an 
object that flipped over; and craft that frightened w1tnesses and caused an1mal reac­
tions. Witnesses included a bank president. a newspaper editor, police officers, and 
a security patrolman. 

Animal Reaations in East Berne 

It was almost 9:30 p.m., November 8, and all ·was quiet in East Berne, New York. 
Then it all 11began with the howling of the dogs in the Willsey Road area ... ,11 stated 
the November 14, 1971, edition of the Rochester, N. Y., Times-Union. 

Mrs. Harry M. Fries was one of the witnesses to the apparent cause -- a 11blind­
ing bright11 object with a blue-white and red light revolving on a band around the 
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middle. It was hovering about 50 feet from her home "on a level with the garage 
roof" and appeared to be constructed of "dull metal." 

"It was about as big as a car ... ," Mrs. Fries stated. 
A few. hours earlier, at 6:48 p.m., John A. Zakutny, in nearby Colonie, saw a 

glowing "rim of white light" about 11four feet in diameter" going fast from south­
southwest to north-northeast. 

"It looked like a white circle, with a phosphorescent glow to it . • •  , "  the wit­
ness said. "It had .it all over a jet -- I never saw anything go that fast." 

-It·was 10:30 p.m. when Albany County Sheriff's deputies Sgt. Neil Taber and 
Joseph Risziza received the req�est to investigate the sighting at the Fries home. 
As they approached Pleasant Valley Road at 10:50, Sgt. Taber related, " I  saw a bright 
light" traveling to the northwest "at a high rate of speed." 

As the deputies arrived at their destination, they found the dogs "still jumping 
and barking." · 

"Our German shepherd was really scared," said Mrs. Fries, who also stated that 
she and others had seen apparently the same object bn two previous occasions during 
the year. 

�e KZ.qmath Vatt•� Sight�nge 

�t l1t45 g,m,, October 0, N@lson �. l'HV1fiQ, D@nny, Ca11f�rnh, uw G 11Mex1can 
hat-s h�pect" UF() outside h11 home. It h4d tPP.Y-�9Ximo.tely th ree bands of 1 1 GI1ts , wa� 
tlowl� c1r�l1n; over a Wlttrlh�a, and appeored to �hange shage. 

Three d ay a later � ;� nea rby W1,1ow �rt@k, Mrt. Mary Ann Wegn�r IOW @ $trange 
object. At �bout 11 ��m., October 11, �n� w1tneas �ad rounded a �Qrntr 1n htr car 
when $he s�w "1n extremely bright 11ght" �overing over the river, 

· · 

'1t lopke.d and I wu stunned," Mrs. Wegner related 1n thft.Oc=tober 27, 1971, edh 
tion of The K'tQJTI-ity Kouri.fi!:r, "It was a flying sauc:er. I was scorttd ond kept.on go .. 
1ns, but I did see the l�rge, round object with what looked li�a windows oround the 
middle part of it, Th1& was where the light was cgming from.� 

At approximately 7:30 p.m. on or about October 10, Mr. and Mrs. R1chard Spiro 
saw an object near ·Go1umbia C1ty, Washington. They were between Highway 30·and the 
Columbia River when they first spotted it. 

· 

"We h�d it in view for s���ral minutes," Spiro wrote in the October 15, 1971, 
edition of the Longview, Washington, News� "and it appeared to be motionless. It 
was almost as though a bright light had bee,n turned on in the'clouds." 

The blimp�like object had three bright lights ''spread out quite widely" on it. 
Spire turned right into Columbia City, "drove about a block towards �he river, stop­
ped, and loo�ed back towards the object,-·jyst as it was d isappearing into a cloud." . ,... '·' . 

. 
Objeat SWoops Do� NeaP Witnesa 

Near sunset, September 21, Ki� Gammon was riding his bike about four miles 
south of Wayne City, Illinois, when a boomerang-shaped UFO with a wingspread about 
50 to 60 feet and a center section approximately eight feet high appeared over the 
woods. It was apparently trying to land and "swooped to within 20 feet of t�e 
ground." 

· · 

Then the object "suddenly pivoted, rose up and took off at an altitude of about 
lOO feet toward a neighbor's house." Kimmy, 11, called to a friend, Rodney Green, 
who also saw it with his father. Just prior to its disappearance, the UFO "appeared 
to be blue on one side and red on the other." 

Kimmy was reportedly frightened for some time af�er the incident. 
At the same time, Harlan Yates, president of the C isne State Bank, and Tom 

Mathews, editor of the Wayne County Press, were in a parking lot in Wayne City when 
) they saw the same object. Meanwhile, near Dahlgren, Kimmy's mother, Mrs. Gerald 

Gammon, and two others, Mrs. Mabel Gammon and Mrs. M. Isles, saw it while driving. 
Mathews reported an account of the sighting in his paper on September 23. 
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Mrs. Alice Hearle, of the Midwest UFO Network (MUFON) investigated the incident, 
which was recounted in MUFON•s Skylook, December, 1971. 

A few days earlier, on September 18, Terry Cox saw a black V-shaped UFO at 1 p.m. 
near Decatur, Illinois. The same edition of SkyZook stated 11the object looked like 
the swept-back wings of a modern airplane, but without any body or tail ... lt headed 
in one direction, then "seemed to flip over and move in the opposite direction." It 
did this several times during the six minute observation. "Then it suddenly seemed to 
emit streamers of •smoke• and it disintegrated or dissolved and disappeared ... 

Austpalian AiPaPaft EngineeP Sees Object 

P.G. Hebron, an aircraft engineer, and his two brothers, Philip and Peter, saw an 
object in Blacktown, Australia, at 10:50 p.m., August 11. The light was going from 
east to west. 

11lt was just above the two-story building roofllfie on the opposite side of the 
road, .. Hebron stated. 11lt resembled the same effect as a high beam car beadlight from 
about lOO yards off,.which made it at an angle of about 30° elevation. It was moving 
at a considerable speed and appeared to be about two to 3,000 feet up." 

Peter Hebron then saw a second light over the roofline. 
1 1They were about .1 0 seconds between each other, 11 the main witryess continued. "We 

disregarded them momentarily and drove away from the, [Blacktown] Bowl, traveling to­
wards them • •• I told my brother to stop the car. Both UFOs had begun t9 move erra· 
tically ... This lasted a matter of seconds before they resumed level flights ..... 

The aircraft engineer dismissed any possibility of an aircraft being responsible 
for the sighting. 

"A night flying aircraft is easily identifiable by flashing ant1-collisi6n bea­
cons on'top and bottom and starboard (green) and port (red) wing tip navigation 
11ghts,11 he explained. 11These did not display these and also an aircraft doesn•t ap­
pear as a bright sharp light. There was no engine noise accompanying them as they 
passed over. which 11TV11ediately cuts out aircraft.11 

UFO Emits smazz-� Obje�te 

J. Burf1tt. of We�t Ryde, N@w South Wales, Austra11a, 1s a security patrolman 
who works ma1�1y at night at h1s routine job. But, at 11:40 p.m., August s. his rou· 
t1nl was somiwhat �lter�d. 

11Suddel'i1.Y I nOti cid a very b .. 1 ght wh1 te H ght ar1d 1 knew ilnmed1ately 1 t was ntlt 
a star," he rohtad. •ltt: was about ona•eighth to one�qua�ter- the sUe of thf full 
moon,11 

The 11ght. ht! said, was 11Sparkl1ng br1111ant1y and llhHilfner1ng11 and moving to the 
southeast • 

. .. • . As 1t moved a1ong,11 Burf1tt continued. 111t would s1owly fade to the size of 
a pinpoint of light and then slowly brighten again to its original size, taking about 
10 to 15 seconds to go through the cycle • • •  A small white light dropped from the 
first light and as it fell, it grew in size • • .  After five to 10 seconds, the second 
light began to fade slowly, then went out, leaving the original light, which con� 
tinued to move slowly in my direction. A few seconds later, another light fell and 
behaved exactly like the first . . •  In all 3-4 lights fell from the first light ..... 

The witness, who was driving his car at the time, stopped and got out • 

..... The original light was directly above me,11 he concluded, 11St111 as brilliant 
as before, but as I watched 1 t began to fade and finally went out." 

(Editor•s note: this report is reminiscent of an aircraft dropping flares ex­
cept for one important point -- at least one of the 11flares11 was seen moving hori­
zontally and Burfitt did not report hearing any sound). 

[The above two reports from Australia were recounted in the September/October, 
1971, edition of U.P.O.I.C. Ne�sZetter (P.O. Box El 70, St. James, Sydney, Australia 
2000)]. 
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ARE UFOs EXTRATERRESTRIAL SURVEILLANCE CRAFT? 

By Dr. James E. McDonald 
[Part 6 of a series. Before his death in June� L9?l� Dr. McDonald was senior physi­

cist� The Institute of Atmospheric Physics� The University of Arizona� Tuason� 
Arizona. Following a� excerpts from a prepared statement of a taLk given March 
26� l968� before the American Institute of Aeronautics and Astronautics (AIAA)� 
Los Angeles� California] 

If it were insisted that I limit my entire talk to a one-word answer to the ques­
tion posed in [the] title, I should find it hard to choose between the safer answer, 
"possibly," and the riskier answer • . .  , "probably." The ever-increasing weight of the 
evidence I have been examining would .drive me to the latter answer, if I had to com­
press an hour's remarks into a single word. 

Surely AIAA members would wholeheartedly agree that if there were even a slim 
possibility that the earth were under extraterrestrial surveillance in any form, that 
would be a matter of the greatest sc1ent1f1c 1mport�nce, warrant1ng the most vigorous 
1nvest1;at1on. In faet, the ev1dence that seems to point to the conclu11on that UFOs 
cg�ld bt auch devices 1s fAr from ne;1igib1e; yet b�c�use of the htstQry of gff1e.1ol 
and sctent1f1c response tg tht earlttr UFO reporta, we continue to see ma1n1y nt;1ect 
or ridicule of �his intrig uin g question. 

After nearly two years of 1nten1ive study of many facets of tna lQ� g�tttnding 
UPO probltm. afttr examining around a �houaand UFO reports and directly 1nterv1ew1n; 
$tVera1 nundred witnesses in lll��ted UFO oases qf outstanding int@rest. tnd tfttr­
weighing oltern�t1ve hypothti11. I find �$e1f qr1ven steadily furth�r �gwJrd$ tht 
po&1t1on thot the extrat�rrtltrial [�TJ hwpotht�t� is the most prob�blt hypothet11 to 
aoeount fQr the UFO. · -

That hYpothesis is of course, �ot original with me; it has been urged for many 
�ears by parsons knowledge4b1t with respect to the UFO problem, who spo�e from o�t� 

.1de scientific circles. Our collective failure to examine scientific oapeets of the 
UFO problem will, I fear, be held ag�inst the scientific community when the full di­
mensions of the UFO ev1Qence come to be recognized, And the latter date may not be 
far off. 

ET Probe POB?ibiLity ScientificalLy· Ignored 

The princip�l points which I wish to emphasize include the following: 
(1} For the past half-dozen years, our American space program has been keyed 

to "the search for life in space," yet the now impressive UFO evidence that "life" 
may, in some sense, a 1 ready have fo·und us is either scoffed at or who 11y ignored, 
even within such space-oriented agencies as.NASA. I speak from first-hand experi-
ence in ITJ�king that observation.-� 

· -

(2} 1wenty years of USAF ru.�. Air Force] responsibility in handling UFO re­
ports appear to·roe to constitute about the same number of years of superficial and 
scientifically ircompetent response to the UFO problem ... USAF investigatio�s of 
UFO reports hl)V� been perfunctory, aimed generally at fi.nding any "explanation," 
however inadequately it might match the reported facts. 

(3} The principal reason that no adequate scientific investigation has ever 
been initiated has been that, despite almost complete lack of any scientific exper­
tise in the USAF program (Project Bluebook}, public pronouncements have repeatedly 
given strong assurance that the investigations were drawing upon the best scientific 
talent available to the Air Force [AF]. Nothing could �e further from fact • • •  

(4} The present AF-sponsored study at the University of Colorado offered pro­
�ise initially. However, repeated indications of negative bias in public statements 

y the Project Director, combined with lack of vigorous investigation of the most 
provocative types of UFO cases reported over the past 20 years, suggest that the 
Colorado program will fall far short of the required level of investigation. It is 
very desirable that some program be set up entirely divorced from AF affiliation ... 
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(5) I have just returned from a visit to Canada where I • • •  emphasized the 
likelihood that UFO investigatory programs in countries other than the u.s. may have ) 
distinctly better chances of making rapid scientific progress towards clarification 

} of the UFO question by virtue of the fact that they•d not be fighting uphill against 
the kind of thinking that USAF handling of the problem has engendered here ... 

PubUo Un�ar>e of Most "IntT>iguing" Reports 

(6) The types of UFO reports that are most intriguing, and point most directly 
to an extraterrestrial hypothesis, are oZose-range sightings of maohine-Zike objeots 
of unconventional nature and unconventional performance characteristics, seen at low 
altitudes, and sometimes even on the ground. The.general public is entirely unaware 
of the large number of such reports that are coming from credible witnesses, because 
ridicule and scoffing have made most witnesses reluctant to report openly such un­
usual incidents . • .  

(7) Suggestions that such observations can be explained .away in terms of me­
teorological optics (Menzel •s principal thesis) or in terms of atmospheric plasmas 
(Klass• principal thesis) cannot be supported with cogent scientific arguments • . •  

(8) Many obvious questions and challenges can be, and must be raised against 
the ET hypothesis . . •  To [some of] these . . •  questions that exist [there are] some 
quite good answers and some possibly relevant speculative answers; to others • • •• 
there exist no satisfactory answers, to date. 

New Seneo�s fo� UFO Reeearoh Urged 

(D) The f1rst need in accelerating UFO research is f�r many more scientists 
and en;1heers to review carefully and cr1t1cal1y th6 t�1st1n9 evidence in order to 
design new sen �ors. (E1ectromagnet1c effects accompanying UFO s1ght1ngs offer real 
promise hert1n). Also, 1t 1s urgently important to explo it already ex 1sting radar 
networks. Data from the latter networks should be brought under scientific scrutiny 
to search for systematic patterns of UFO appearances and movements. Present aneodo­
tat data. plus fortuitously revealed radar data, are inadequate to define such pat­
terns accurattly (due to the ridicule·l1d effect acting as a non-random filter}. 
Following design of sensor-networks specifically planned for UFO detection, a host 
Qf�t�er 1hyt8t1gat1ons would naturally fo1low • . •  

. · 10) AS a low -cost, minimal-level precursor to such efforts to attain instru­
mentl mon1tOf1ng of UfOs. 1t is urged that various organ1zat1ons and agencies take 
steps to e�ta61ish explo�atory programs, even if these inVoZve onZy two or three 
·�•ijtists p•� o�ani1ation . .• The immediate need is to �stab11sh a broader base of 
sc1ent1f1c reCognition of the astgn1sn1ng nature C)f the e�ist1ng UFO eVidencE!!! Sci­
entific IGO�f1hg at UFOs has gon& on long enough. Ser10Ui attention is long overdue. 
AIAA cou1d perform a vi�Y usefu1 role 1n st1mu 1at1ng new IMd vigorous examination of 
this intriguing, yet negl ected sc1ent1f1c problem. (I am encouraged to learn that 
AIAA has. 1 n fact, recently formed a UFO Subcommittee and am in touch w1 th 1 t). Al­
though only a percentually small number of scientists yet realize it, the past 20 
years of yawning neglect of the UFO problem has become a scientific scandal, albeit 
still well-hidden. The sooner we take a serious new. stance and confront the UFO 
question with adequate scientific talent and manpower, the less embarrassing will be 
the ultimate admission that we have, for two decades, been overlooking a problem of 
potant1al1y enormous scfent1fic importance to all mankind. 
--��·-----�-----------------------------------�---------·---------------------------
Vol. t. No. iO, of UFO Rese�oh NewaZetter will be ready for mailing on or about Janu-
ary a. 1972 • . Jncluded �111 be (1) excerpts from a prepafed.statement of a

.
speech by 

o�. �lmts E. MeDonald befote the Ch1tago chapter of the �ner1cah Meteorolog1cal So• 
c1•�• May 311 1�6S. ahd (2) op1hions on the Uf0 ptob1tm b� a Johns Hopk1ns University 
as trophys1 c1c t. 

·�---�5·--·--·�--�----------------·-----·-------·-�------·-------------------�------·· 

En�loled is an information sheet with a coupon fo� subscr1bing to UFO Reee�ah N�ws-
tst���. We ask that you pass it along to anyone who �ay be int�rested. Thank you. 

) 
) 
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